
 

2nd QUARTER 2025

"If you don't like the road you're walking on, start paving another one.”
- Dolly Parton

Our Vision:
To achieve EXCELLENCE in company BOARDROOMS 

​and EXECUTIVE SUITES 
by elevating QUALIFIED WOMEN LEADERS.​

FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Cindy Kushner
WEL Founder & President

Powerful Programming. Empowering Support. Give yourself—and your
career--a Spring Reset with the support of this empowering
community! Take advantage of powerful events offered through WEL and our
collaborative alliances with Athena and Leaderboard, including our May
22nd one-hour virtual event about how to expand your network and elevate
your impact with the brilliant Florida Diamond membership, a collaboration
between Women Executive Leadership and Athena Alliance!
 
Strategic Relationships Serving Our Community. I think it would be helpful to
provide a quick summary of our strategic relationships and how they
benefit our members and partners/sponsors. Our partnership with Athena
Alliance  https://athenaalliance.com, a national organization, gave rise to our
Florida Diamond membership level. Through Athena, Florida Diamond members
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are assigned a Member Engagement Advisor who individually tailors service
offerings to your needs. Athena has an executive leadership track and a board
track (in addition to an entrepreneurial track and more!) with daily programs,
where members can access either or both tracks, which include: interactive peer
groups, defined pathways, an on-demand library, ongoing mentors and
coaches, along with access to a 9-week Board-Ready Academy and coaches
who can help create branded career portfolios.

WEL is also a member organization of Leaderboard
https://leaderboardwomen.com and a local organization of Florida Women on
Corporate Boards (FWOB) https://www.womenonboardsfl.org

Leaderboard is a national network of member organizations focused on the
advancement of women to the boardroom, and with over 2000
independent board directors in their database, companies view
Leaderboard as a go to contact to distribute board search opportunities.
Through Leaderboard WEL offers our Sapphire and Florida Diamond
members complimentary webinars, search opportunities, and access to
their presenters and speakers.

WEL Deserved Applause for the WEL Board. Moving to WEL board updates,
a warm WELcome to our newest board member, Jessica Pavlik, Chief
Strategy Officer at Berger Singerman. Jessica served on our membership
committee and succeeded Shari Roth as Chair of WEL’s Membership
Committee. Jessica will be focused on optimizing your Sapphire and Florida
Diamond membership experience. 

On behalf of our board, I want to personally thank Shari Roth for her
unconditional passion in enhancing member experiences, relationships,
connections, and jumping in whenever WEL or a committee needed
help. While Shari’s first love and heart was always with the membership
committee, she collaborated and coordinated with each of the other
committees to ensure our member experience was always the prime
focus.  Shari was on the WEL board for 15 years and even after moving to
Georgia 3 years ago she stayed on to support WEL and focus on member
success and satisfaction. We wish Shari the very best of luck in her next
chapter.

Our board and committees have been very busy with completing our
website refresh, enhancing our programs and events, and partnering with
national organizations to provide a richer and more rewarding member
experience, and as such I applaud each and every board member and
committee member for their tremendous teamwork.

I hope to see you at some of our upcoming events and programs soon!

GOOD NEWS IN ACHIEVING EXCELLENCE AND
BALANCE ON CORPORATE BOARDS

https://leaderboardwomen.com/
https://www.womenonboardsfl.org/


GOOD NEWS:  The joint effort to increase women on Florida boards by WEL
Florida and other women's leadership organizations in Florida contributed to
The Mosaic Company appointing two board directors from the Tampa Bay
area:  Kathleen Shanahan and Soyna Little. Both Kathleen and Soyna are
active advocates and mentors for women who aspire to serve as board
directors.
 
Some BAD NEWS and MORE GOOD NEWS:  Some companies are
reassessing their DEI initiatives which is slowing their progress in achieving
balanced boards.  However, with over 32,000 U.S. companies with more
than $100 million in annual sales, there are many, many opportunities for
board service available to determined and well qualified women such as
WEL Florida members.  

MICHELLE EISNER
​HR Executive of the Year -

Miami Chamber of
Commerce

Michelle is a Florida Diamond Member
and Women Executive Leadership

Board Member

PLEASE JOIN US IN
WELcoming THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS TO

THE WEL COMMUNITY!

NEWEST SAPPHIRE MEMBERS (fka CHARTER) : 
Shantha Diaz | Chief Operating Officer, Avalon Healthcare Solutions
Leah Carpenter

NEWEST FLORIDA DIAMOND MEMBERS :
Caren Yeamans | Chief Legal Officer, Global Critical Logistics
Bobbie Wanta
Kathy Wagner | Chief Financial Officer, Cvent

https://investors.mosaicco.com/press-releases/news-details/2025/The-Mosaic-Company-Appoints-Sonya-Little-and-Kathleen-Shanahan-to-its-Board-of-Directors/default.aspx#:~:text=Overview-,The Mosaic Company Appoints Sonya Little and,to its Board of Directors&text=TAMPA%2C FL %2F ACCESSWIRE %2F January,to its Board of Directors.


Amy Vetter | CEO, The B3 Method Institute
Natalie Toronyi | Vice President Finance and Treasuer, Signode
Sepi Tofigh | Chief Legal Officer, Kaseya Inc.
Ann Payne | Independent Director, Lions Electric
Patty Nooney | Principal, Director Avison Young
Anna Nekoranec | Chief Executive Officer, Align Private Capital, LLC
Margaret MacLean | Board Director and Board Advisor, Etnyre
International
Bia Macedo | Financial and Commercal Manager, SES Satellites
Michelle Killebrew | Founder, Pegasus Strategy Co.
Ann Hewitt | Principal Owner, Ascent IT Partners
Lisa Haynes | Principal, Haynes Executive Solutions
Jane Firth | Founder and CEO, Fifth Leadership Partners
Sheryl Fenney | Chief People Officer, The IRONMAN Group

PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

POWERFUL UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROGRAMS

Discover the Power of Florida Diamond: Expand Your Network,

Elevate Your Impact

May 22, 2025
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION

LEARN MORE ABOUT FLORIDA DIAMOND

https://welflorida.org/event/discover-the-power-of-florida-diamond-expand-your-network-elevate-your-impact/


More Details Coming Soon on these Powerful Events!

June
WEL

Networking Breakfast South Florida

July Economic Outlook 2025 Virtual

August
Optimizing Return-to-
Work Performance:

Aligning Company and
Employee Needs

South Florida

September
WEL

Networking Event Tampa Bay

September
Fostering

Intergenerational
Relationships for

Collaboration

Virtual

October Women Who Lead,
CEO Perspectives

Tampa Bay

BRILLIANT WINS FOR FLORIDA DIAMOND MEMBERS

WELcome to Florida Diamond:
Elevating Executive Women in Florida

Florida Diamond is an exclusive membership program co-created
by Athena Alliance and Women Executive Leadership (WEL) to
provide unparalleled access to coaching, learning, networking,



and executive opportunities for women leaders across Florida. By
joining Florida Diamond, you gain the best of both organizations—
Athena’s globally recognized leadership platform and WEL’s
deeply rooted Florida network—empowering you to achieve your
professional ambitions at the highest levels.

Click HERE for more information about Florida Diamond.
For a full list of benefits visit: www.welflorida.org/membership

Thinking about joining? 
WEL Florida Diamond Membership is $3,000. Don’t miss out!

Have questions? Contact WEL Membership Chair at:
Membership@WELFlorida.org

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Jessica Pavlik

Florida Diamond Member
A Visionary Leader and Dynamic

Strategist

WEL is thrilled to shine a spotlight on Jessica Pavlik, an inspiring Diamond
Member whose dynamic leadership and passion for balance define her
journey.

Who is Jessica:
Jessica Pavlik is a dynamic strategist, visionary leader, and family enthusiast
who thrives on balancing her career and personal life. As the Chief Strategy
Officer at Berger Singerman, she focuses on turning ambitious goals into
reality, driving growth, and navigating the ever-evolving landscape of the
legal industry.

Beyond her professional role, Jessica is a devoted family person who takes
pride in balancing the demands of a high-powered career with the joys of
family time.

In her words: “I’m a strategist by day and a family enthusiast by night,
constantly seeking new challenges and opportunities to make an impact.”

Her Reasons for Joining WEL:

http://www.welflorida.org/membership
mailto:Membership@WELFlorida.org


Jessica joined WEL to connect with like-minded women and build
meaningful relationships in a network of accomplished leaders. She was
drawn to WEL's focus on advocacy, education, and networking
opportunities, which align closely with her professional values and personal
commitment to empowering women leaders.

What She Has Enjoyed About Being a Member:
One of Jessica’s highlights as a WEL member was the chance to host a fall
event early in her membership journey. This opportunity allowed her to meet
and connect with an inspiring group of women and truly experience the
welcoming and supportive nature of the WEL community.

Recent Notable Things to Celebrate:
Jessica is thrilled to celebrate Berger Singerman’s 40th anniversary in 2025.
Over the past 26 years, she has been an integral part of the firm known for
its strong culture, open communication, and commitment to empowering
women. The firm’s initiatives, including leveraging advanced technology
and prioritizing recruitment and client succession, reflect a forward-thinking
approach that Jessica is proud to champion.

What She is Looking Forward to in 2025:
Professionally, Jessica is focused on embracing innovation and leveraging
generative AI tools to enhance the practice of law. She recognizes the
importance of staying ahead in an evolving competitive landscape and is
committed to driving technological advancements within her firm.
Personally, Jessica looks forward to building a robust professional network,
exploring mentorship opportunities, and empowering others in their career
journeys. She is dedicated to developing greater self-awareness as a leader
and honing her strengths.

Membership Committee Involvement:
As a member of WEL’s Membership Committee, Jessica actively contributes
to growing and strengthening WEL’s network of women leaders. Her
dedication aligns perfectly with WEL’s mission of advocating for, educating,
and connecting accomplished women.

Gold Partner

Silver Partner



Changed email address or having problems logging in?
Email our amazing Administrator: Admin@WELFlorida.org.

Update Your Membership Profile at WELFlorida.org.

ADVOCATE | EDUCATE | CONNECT
            

Women Executive Leadership | 985 Marina Drive | Weston, FL 33327 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
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